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Belcome to another edition of our newsletter. Much has
happened since the previous newsletter was produced. The
beginning of this year saw one of our Vice Presidents, Mr.
Stephen Baker, moving overseas. He has been replaced by
Mr. Bob Laws from the Unley Rotary Club. We also would
like to welcome Ms. Susan Whitby and Mrs. Connie
Granozio to the Committee. We hope that the new
committee members will contribute towards the
advancement of the organisation.

OSSAA now has 138 members and 29 corporate members.
To the new members, welcome to the organisation, we hope
to keep you informed of activities and events as best as we
can and thank you for your support.

SURGICAL TEAM NEWS

Since the last newsletter, our surgical teams have undertaken
visits to East Timor, West Timor and Flores, East Timor and
West Timor have had one team visit each. Flores had a visit
from the Orthopaedic and Plastic/Reconstructive teams.
The Director, (Research & External Affairs) of the Royal
Australasian College of Surgeons (RACS), Ms. Daliah
Moss, joined the team visits to West Timor (April) and
Flores (May) to observe the work of the OSSAA surgical
teams in the region and assess possible future support and a
working relationship between OSSAA and RACS. RACS
has been supporting the surgical team visits to East Timor
since 2002. We hope that similar support could be provided
for the surgical teams in Nusa Tengarra Timur (NTT).

REGIONAL NEWS

CANCAR, FLORES, NTT

Outpatient Clinic

An Orthopaedic surgical team from Perth, led by Dr. John
Kagi (Orthopaedic surgeon), visited Cancar from May 7% to
14" They saw a total of 52 patients, mostly residents at St.
Damian, and performed 25 surgical procedures most of
which were club feet of varying degrees of severity.

The Plastic surgical team whose visit to Cancar was from May
14™ — 21% briefly met with the Orthopaedic team at the airport
in Labuan Bajo. The Plastic team had 5 personnel, led by Dr.
Mark Moore (Plastic Surgeon) As in previous occasions, Dr.
Harianto from Sitanala Hospital, Tangerang, Java, joined the
team and it was a bonus to have Daliah Moss included in the
team. The extra pair of hands with patients pre and post
operatively and her language skills helped to calm the
frightened children after surgery. As in previous visits, many
patients were already waiting when the team arrived so that
consultation and assessments of the waiting patients went into
the night. Many more patients arrived for consultation and
assessment the following day.

A new spacious, operating theatre in Cancar has been
completed, the orthopaedic team followed by the
plastic/reconstructive teams were the first to perform surgical
procedures in it. The new operating theatre has been added to
the two existing theatres, with the assistance of the NTT
Provincial government, in recognition of the amount of
surgical work undertaken in Cancar by visiting surgical teams.

New addition to the hospital including a new operating theatre.

The majority of plastic patients remain those with cleft lip
and palate deformity. Since 2002, a total of 178 cleft
procedures have been performed with 189 new cleft patients
assessed.

A 20 year old girl with maxillary tumour
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As in previous visits, the SSpS nuns continue to provide an
excellent service for the patients of St. Damian
Rehabilitation Hospital in Cancar. The network of contacts
through Sr. Franseline continues to bring in patients between
West Timor, Sumba and Kalimantan.  The SSpS nuns in
Sumba are planning to construct a hospital in Sumba to
allow the surgical teams to travel to Sumba to provide the
surgical service rather than sending patients to Cancar which
is quite costly for them although cheaper than the cost of
surgery per patient through the normal system.

Although working full days everyday for the two weeks
when the teams were there, the small operating theatre staff
enjoyed working with both teams.

Orthopaedic Team

Orthopaedic Team Members:
Surgeon: Dr. John Kagi
Anaesthetist:  Dr. Ross Boulter
OT Nurse: Sr. Suzanne Wood

Summary of clinical activities for May 07 — 14, 2005
(Orthopaedic Team)

Patient consultation: 52
Surgical procedures 25
Club feet 16
Other deformities 09
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Plastic / Reconstructive Team members with counterpart staff,
Cancar

Plastic/Reconstructive Team members:

Surgeon: Dr. Mark Moore (Team Leader)
Anaesthetist:  Dr. David Sainsbury

OT Nurse: Sr. Margaret Maloney/ Sr. Helen Roberts
Interpreter: Ms. Ruth Boveington

Counterpart team:

Surgeon: Dr. Harianto (Leprosy surgeon)
Nurse in charge:  Ibu Viktoria

Anaesthetic nurse: Ibu Sabina

Theatre nurse : Ibu Erna

Summary of clinical activities for May 14 — 21, 2005
(Plastic / Reconstructive Team)

Patient consultation: 105
Surgical procedures: 56
Clefts 32
Burns 06
Other 18

Whilst the visit went efficiently, the unpredictability of flights
remains a minor disadvantage. On the way to Flores, the
flights were changed from afternoons to early mornings at no
notice. On returning to Australia, the Adelaide personnel had
flight delays from Denpasar, then at Melbourne the following
morning which caused some disruptions to routines.

Apart from the hard work, members of both teams took
advantage of the spare time available to visit the caves at
Liang Bua where the remains of the ‘hobbit’ like Homo
floreseinsis — a 3 foot tall human like species was discovered
in 2004.



EAST TIMOR

Burn management, Baucau Hospital
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Nursed on banana leaves, mother applies silverzine cream to burnt
area of body

The Royal Australasian College of Surgeons (RACS)
continues to fund the surgical visits to East Timor this
year. There has been some uncertainty about when the
funding from RACS will cease but at this stage, OSSAA
surgical teams will continue to maintain two visits a year
with funding from RACS.

The visit to East Timor fell over the Easter week which
meant that there were two days of public holidays in the
week. In addition to the Easter holidays, a day was set aside
for the compulsory election of the head of the region, which
resulted in a short working week. The Baucau team only
had two and a half days of surgery but returned to Dili for
further surgical procedures.

With the help of Maria Dias and the priests from St. John of
God, Laclubar, part of the team had the opportunity to visit
Laclubar for the first time at this visit. As at a previous
visit when the team visited Viqueque, the message relayed to
the area was unclear as many patients turned up with skin
rashes etc. However, photos of previous patients were
shown to clarify the specialisation of the team’s work. A
waiting list was obtained and dates for the next visit will be
sent to the priests so that patients could be sent to Baucau for
surgical treatment. A couple of patients with advanced breast
cancer were seen in the area but no treatment could be given
to the patients as they were seen at the end of the visit.

The team also met with Dr. Peter Carey and Mr. Cornelis
Visser of ASSERT and visited their newly completed facility

for physiotherapy, occupational therapy, prosthetic and
orthotic services in Becora. Patients who have been assessed
and/or surgically treated by our surgical teams, especially burn
patients, may be referred to ASSERT for follow up
physiotherapy and rehabilitation.

Summary of clinical activities: March 18 — 29, 2005

Total patient consultation: 111
Total surgical procedures: 34
Cleft lip/palate 17
Burns 04
Other 13

Patient with bilateral cleft lip & palate

2001 — before cleft lip repé;ir 20.(.)5 —returned for palate repair
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Team members with counterpart staff — Baucau Hospital

Team members and counteart staff — Dili ospitall

Team members:
Plastic & Reconstructive Surgeons:

Dr. Mark Moore ( Team Leader)

Dr. Antonio Fernandes
Anaesthetists: Dr. Peter Malcolm / Dr. Stephen Kinnear
Theatre Nurses: Sr. Elisabeth Mazzei/ Sr. Penny Craig
Interpreter: Ms. Ruth Boveington
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