¥ Overseas Specialist Surgical
Association of Australia

OSSAA

ISSUE NO: 12

Seven visits have been undertaken so far this year,
three to Cancatr, three to Timor (Nusa Tenggara Timur)
and one to Timor Leste (East Timor), involving 28
personnel. A further three visits are anticipated to be
undertaken before the end of the year.

A total of 1011 patients were clinically assessed and
486 surgical procedures performed, 88 of which were
for cleft lip and palate deformities.

A technique of anaesthesia for clefts, modified by Dr
Tony Pearce and now used by all anaesthetists on
recent visits, speeds up the turnover of patients
between cases, is safe, and allows more procedures
to be performed.

There were no patients from Timor sent to Cancar for
treatment, the patients from Timor were delighted that
the teams are now expanding to Timor so that they
would not have to endure travelling by boat then a 12
hour long bus ride to Cancar.

Congratulations to the following team members.
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Sr. Margaret Maloney

Dr Robert Sillar

Dr Robert Sillar OAM, one of our general surgeons
who was awarded an Order of the Australian
Medal at the Australia Day honours 2008 “For
services to medicine particularly as a practitioner
and educator in the field of surgical oncology
and melanoma, as a general surgeon and
through the provision of humanitarian aid
overseas”.
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Sr Margaret Maloney OAM, was also awarded
an Order of the Australia Medal at the Queen’s
Birthday this year, “For services to the
international humanitarian aid through the
provision of volunteer nursing services in
developing countries.” Sr. Margaret has been
involved with OSSAA since 2001 and also travels
with other surgical teams to Fiji, Sri Lanka, Pakistan
and was a team member of the South Australian
Medical Relief team to Banda Aceh following the
tsunami in 2005.

CANCAR, FLORES, NTT

Outatients clinic

3 surgical visits have been undertaken to Cancar so
far this year. The Orthopaedic surgical team
consisting of 8 personnel visited in April. The Plastic
surgical team (4 personnel) visited from late May to
early June and the ENT (Ear Nose & Throat) surgical
team visited following the Plastics team’s departure.
Counterpart, Dr. Harianto joined both orthopaedic
and plastics teams. No Indonesian surgeons joined
the teams at Cancar so far. Dr Michael (RMO St
Rafael) and GP Dr Erwin (Cancar resident, possible
long term counterpart) appreciated the team visits as
they learned new skils and gained additional
knowledge and experience from the teams.
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Before surgery,

Post bilateral medial hamstring release & extension supracondylar
osteotomies

Valgus ankle X-Ray of bone deformity Post-op bilateral club fee

Patients from all over Flores and Sumba turned up for
assessment when the teams arrived. The Orthopaedic
team visit took place towards the end of the wet
season so that many patients from the coast could not
make it to Cancar due to bad roads.
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Dr Spain examines patients before surgery - Cancar

Many more patients turned up at the Plastics team
visit. As in previous visits, most of the patients were for
cleft lip and palate repairs and burn contractures. A
number of the post operative cleft lip patients who
have had cleft lip repairs by Australian and Indonesian
surgeons with inferior results, came from Sumba and
Maumere to have their cleft lips surgery revised by our
plastic surgeon, some arrived to have their palates
repaired.

A further visit from the Plastic team is expected before
the end of the year.

The ENT team undertook their second visit since
requested by the community in the region. Unlike the
orthopaedic and plastic teams who were looked after
at St Damian, the ENT team was cared for at St Rafael
in the VIP wards of the hospital.

Most of the patients who arrived for assessment had
thyroids, head and neck cancers and tonsillitis. Drs
Michael and Irwin assisted Dr Krishnan throughout the
week. The general surgeon at Ruteng and his
anaesthetic technician, Pak Mus also went to Cancar
for a couple of days to observe and learn about
tonsilectomy procedures. Dr Michael performed a

few tonsillectomies with Pak Mus, under the supervision
of Dr Krishnan.

ENT patients - Cancar



